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A fruirfull Sermon upon 2.Coit” 
Cap. 13. yetl. 5. 


Proue your ſelves, if ye be in the 
faith; examine. your ſelves: know ye 
Sl not your 0Wne. ſelves? that Teſns 
: ; Chrift is in you except jebe mo 
| bates, «© 


7 FR eſpeciallic in ' this 
> linfull & profanc. 

dk. SY apc Whercin. 'wee 

3 now: line ;, #hers'' 

| It hathbeene and now.is ſo great ''Y 
| and uniyerſall ; a contempt. of : 

q the bleſfed miniſtric of Chriſt, 

4 


K.. as ofa baſe and. Contemptible 
Pry thing: when an Apoſtle,” and ' 
F tſuchan Apoſtle, as Paule: had” 
ba ' ſo much adoe to. vindicate his . : 


| miniſtrie from the Con = 4 
+ & baſe account therof among * 77> 
| 'F A S 7 the pe 


the Corinths. norwithſtanding 
that they had beene converted. 

thereby , and the ſygnes ofan 
Apoſlle had bene ſo powerfully 
wrought by him amongſt them. 

For if the weakenes and in- 
firmitie of his fleſhand outward 
eftate worldliec, did fo blind the 
Corinthians eys that they could 
not perceave the djvine power 
of Chrifts ſpiritin ſo weake a 
veſſell, what marveil is it , that 
ſueceeding ages,and this preſent 
flcſhlic age, (judging according 
to the fleſh of ſuch asarefar 
inferiour toPanle in grace ) doe 
not behould that heavenlie 
power which accompanycth 
their miniſtrie, 

The griefof this vanitie were 
eaſie to be borne if it were one- 
liethe profane worldlings that 
did ſo, ſeing no natural ma is able 
to diſcern the things of Gods Spirit: 

EE 20: But 


— 


' foole in boaiting of him ſelf , for 


fruitful Sermon; F 7 
But its amore lametable error, 
when it falleth in ſuch as profes 
the tructh, and doe vphold this 
miniftric , and reape the ſweet 
and vnſpgakeable fruits thereof, 
to cſteeme ſo baſelie of that 
which is the power of God to 
their ſalvation, if ever they be to 
be faved, Yet this example of 
that church Which Was not inferi- 2.Cy, 12, 
our in aniething to other churches "3+ 
by theAp.Paulcs paines amongſt 
them , ſo comtemptiblic 
ſpeaking of him, who was #0? in 3; C12. 
m_ thing — = the werie NIE 

chief CApoſites, that his preſence 570 
rx Weake and bb, peach _ ſe 
of no value, may ſerye to teach al 
miniſters patienceunder thelike 
croſle : but withall , as Paulc , 

(Who was glad When he Was Weake 2.cm.r; 9, 

and they were ſtrong ) did play the 2-Go.12. 


the defence of his authoritie 6 
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6 © A very uſefull md * 
power of his miniſtrie, not be- 
cauſe of anie ambirious deſire of 
yaineglorie, but onelic to pro- 
cure thcir edification , that by 
their contempt of his miniſtrie 
they ſhould not fruſtrate them- 
ſelves of the bleſſed: fruit there- 
of; even ſo, the faithfull mini- 
ſters of Chriſt in thisage, hauc 
more- 1thcn juſt cauſe with 
Paulc to ſpeake ſomewhat for 
themſelves : not vainclie for 
their owne creditte ſake , but 
onclic to prevent the like dager 
in their hcarers , upon the like 
contempt of their miniſtric, 
knowing that the ſame cauſes, 
ſtill produce the like effefts, 
Indocing this; as it is neceſ- 
farie , ſo itſhalbe ſufficient, to 
uſe no more Apollogie then is 
contained in this one verſe of 
this text. As being the ſtrongeſt 


Argument whereby not onelie 
Paule 


Paule forced theCorinthians to 
confeſſe themightie ſtrength of 
Chriſt in his miniſtric towards 
them, but alſo whereby. all true 
and faithfull Paftors, muſt con- 
vince the conſcience of their 
hearers that they are not repro. - 
bate Paſtors. The maine ſcope 
and force of the Apoſtles argu- 
ment being punctuallie taken 
up, is this. You Corinthians 
muſt eyther acknowledge the 
divine vertue & force of my mi- 
niſtry, or the ye your ſelvs muſt 
be reprobates ? bur, wee truſt 
yee are not reprobates neither 
will ye have us think ſo, there- 
fore yeemuſt acknowledge the 
vertue of our miniſtry, 
Thus doth he reduce them to 
a neceſlitie eyther of 'acknow- 
ledging him not to be a repro- 
bate miniſter, but ſuch an one 


 inwhom Chriſt did ſpeake , or 


A 4, then 
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? eA very uſefull and 
then 'of acknowledging them- 
ſelves to bee reprobate Chri- 
ſtians , without faith and with- 
out Chriſt , the evidence of the 
truth and ſoundnes of hisargu- 
ment , wee ſhall (God willing) 
manifeſt in the particular open- 
ing thereof. | 

For the cleare vnderſtanding 
of the Apoſtles meaning wee 
arc firſt to conſider what hath 
gone before, and how this verſe 
dependeth or cohereth with 
the former. 

Two arguments have beene 
_ uſed by the Apoſtle to ſhew why 
he bchooved to manifeſt to the 
Corinthians the authority of his 
miniſtry, in not ſparing them at 
his comming againe, The firſt 
was becauſe they were lawfullic 
convinced of obſtinacie, having 
bene now twice or rather thrice 

admoniſhed , and therefore = 
; ” 
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freitfull Sermon. 
behooved to. proceed againſt 
- them with ſharpnes, if they did 


not now repent before his 


; 


comming, even according to 
the law of God, which ordain- 


eth that in the mouth of two P<#.19. 


or three witneſles everieword 
ſhall ſtand, 

The ſecond argument was 
this : They who having felt 
Chriſt to be mighty in them 
by my miniſtric doe yet ſecke 
a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in 
muſt needs haue it in 
ſharpnes to make them know 
meto bean Apoſtle of Chriſt; 
Butye Corinthians do yetaf- 
ter your converſion ſeckean 


me, 


expericnce of Chrift ſpeaking 
inme: Therefore you mult 
hauea ſharper proof, ſeeing ye 


Vtr|.15, 


acquieſſe not in that which ye 


hauealreadie, and reverence 
not my admonitions given 


As 


you 
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10 A ory ofefull aud ; 
ws upon that proof which ye 

ue of Chriſts power in me, 

To ſhew yet farther the e- 


uity of this threatning upon, 


this ground he layeth downe 
an aſſertion of the power of 
Chriſt in his miniſtric towards 
them , affirming that Chriſt 
in his miniſtrie towards them 
was not weak but mighty in 
them, and therefore this their 
doing was nothing buta temp- 
ting of Chriſts powerin him, 
evenas the people of Iſrael in 
the wildernes after ſufficient 
proofof the mighty. power of 
God in Moſes by the miracles 
wrought in Egipt, by leading 
them ſafcly through the redd 
ſea which overwhelmed their 
enemies, by the waters given 
them out of the Rock &c, did. 
{notwithſtanding of all theſe 
and much more ) tempt the 
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Lords 
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Lords power defiring yet afar- 
me. ther evidence thereof, [by co- 
ec- Fvering thema table in the wil- 
pon, fderneſſe and giving them fleſh 
wne [to cate, asthough all the'pre- 
r of 'fIceding wondershad been no 
ſufficient proofe of Gods al- 
ariſt [| mighty power: Even ſo the 
1em {| Corinthians , having had ſuf- 
7 in Fhicient evidence and teſtimo- 
heir [nic of Chriſt ſpeaking in Paul, 
np- fiby his mighty working ia the- 
m, Fſelvs: yet forall this did eſ- 
lin FJreemePaul but baſe and weak 
ent Fand his words of novalue, and 
rof Fo forced him to giue thema 
les [ſharper experience of (Chriſt 
ng {If ſpeaking in him to their far- 
dd Fther gricf, if upon this evi- 
eir [| dencepaſt they would not re- 
en verence his words nor obey | 
lid Fhis warnings; but would yet «4 
eſe . tempt Chriſt in him for a far- J 
he Fther proof of his power, 
—_ "7" 
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Now before the Apoſtle 
provethis which he hath affix- 


med touching the might of: 


Chriſt in them by his miniſtry 


{perceaving the chief ground 


and cauſe of this their fooliſh 
judgment, to be the weak- 
nefſs and poore eſtate of the 
Apoſtlein the fleſh) hefirſt re- 
moved- this errour , and then 
confirmeth his aſſertion. 

The remooving of this crrour 
is by way of Anticipation, an- 
ſwering that which he knew 
they (tumbledat , and might 


obje& unto him after *this ! 


manner: how canſt thou ſhew 
or wee feare anie might or 
power of Chriſt in thee to- 
wards us , whoart thy ſelf ſo 


weake in Chriſt and deſtitute . 
of all ſtrength ? The Apoſtle* 


anſwereth this by a diſtin&tion 
and confirmes it by the like 


example ' 


s ks es Was T3 Wan wo -& am of 
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examplein Chriſt himſelf, for 


gp ag yo 
he denyeth not fimplie ,) but 
confeſleth himſetfro be weak 
in Chriſt , but that this weake- 


fncfle was onelic according to. 


the fleſhe ,, notwithſtanding 
whereof he was mightic with 
Chriſt bythe heavenlie and-di- 
vine-power of the ſpirit ofGod 
in him, andin this he was like 
his lord & maſter Chrift, who 
as c6cerning thefleſh was weak 
indeed , having taken our 
nature upon. him withall the 
infirmitics therof except fin, 
and according to. this weak- 
neſſe did ſuffer death and 
was crucified , who notwith- 
ſtanding liveth againe by the 
power of his Godhead, by the 
which he mightilie rayſed 
himſelf from the dead. So 
that even as Chriſt in: himſelf 
was weake in, oraccordibg = 
| the 


4 


1 eAveyuſſulad © 
the fleſhe , and yet was migh- 
tic in the ſpiritt or accordinge 
to his divine nature: ſo alſo his 
ſervants and meſſengers. in 
him are weake in the fleſh and 
in all fleſhlie power , but are 
alive or mightie with him by 
the power of his ſpirit in 
them. 

This conformitie of Chriſts 
miniſters with Chriſt him- 
ſclfin fleſhlie weakenes and 
ſpirituall power is carefullie 
ro bee marked , not onelie 
againſtthe ſacriligious vſurpa- 
110n of both powers or ſwords 
by the Pope as Chriſts vicar, 
but alſo againſt- the corrup- 
rion which originallie flowing 
from his praftice hath yet 
too great place in reformed 
churches ? Its Gods will that 
the meſſengers of his truth 
ſhonld carie that heautnlie irea- 
+ +. oo 
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ſurt in earthen veſſells that the ex- Cm. 2. up. 


cellencie of the power may be of Gbns 
God and not of them, ' Far the 3: Cor.2. 


weapons of their warfare are no 
carnall but ſpirituall, as. 25 (net 
through men eytherthElelves 


orothers but onely)throughGod 


- C4p.x0, 
p veaſ.4. 


to ca#t downe ſtrong houlds gc. So * Cer.r, 


that nethey is he that planteth nox 
he that watereth anie thing but 
only God that giveth the encreaſe, 
And hereof Chriſt himſelf in 
the daies. of his miniſtry wasa 
livelie patterne,, in ſhunning 
all wordly perferment , and 
diſclayming all civill autho- 
ritie, walking in great weaknes 
outward as eating the fleſh, 
evEfrom his birth to his death, 
armed with no carnal might 
orfleſhlie power , but onelie 


cap.3.ver[.5 


with the heavenlie and fpiri- 


tuall power of his divine na- 
ture. | 


And 
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And even as his baſenes and 
weakenes in the fleſh made the 
world to diſpiſe him notwith- 
ſtanding the infinite power of 
his divine nature : ſo in all 
ages and now, doe moſt men 
ſtumble at the weakenes of 
his miniſters in fleſhlie things 
belonging to this world, not- 
withſtanding of the ſpirituall 
power of Chriſt in their mi- 
niſtry, - 

Now the Apoſtle having 
thus anſwered their objection, 
he comes to prooue his for- 
mer aſſertion, to wit. That 
Chriſt in his miniſtry was noe 
weake towards them but was 
mighty in them , ſo that this 
their ſeeking of a arther 
proofe of Chriſt ſpeaking in 
him was nothing buta finfull 
tempting of Chriſt,and that 


the proofe which he ſhould 
giuc 


* -_ Cf Pry neg we Wn, Foam 
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vive . them bchooved to: bec 
ſharp and bitter vnto them in 
not ſparing them at his coming. 
If before his. coming: they did 
not reverence his words ,| arid 
yeald obedience to his admoni- 


tions , . upon the proofe bypaſt 
in themſelves of Chriſts mighty 
power towards them in his mi- 
niſtry, The argument of con- 
firmation is drawne from their 
owne teſtimonies , grounded 
upon their owne knowledge & 
experience in themſelves, which 
teſtimonic- the Apoſtle doth 
forcibly conſtraine the to yeald, 
by an argument taken from the 
ofull conſequece which muſt 
neceſlarie follow upon the\con- 
rarie , the conſequence being, 
hat if they acknowledg not this 
:xperience in themſelves of 
hriſts power in his miniſtry 
oward them, then they them- 
B ſelves 


19 efymenſeſalend 
ſelves muſt be reprobate Chri 
ſtians , but becauſe manic care- 
keſlic and negligentlie do paſle 
by the right conſideration and 
obſervation of the powerful! 
effets of the miniſtry of the 
Goſpell in themſelves , andſo 
dofall in this ſinne of the Co- 
rinthians, deſfpiſing that which 
they ſhould highlic eſteeme of, 
the Apoſtle therefore referreth 
not the proofe of his aſſerti6 tc 
what they would vnadviſedlic 
fay and witnefle of thismight of 
Chriſt towards them in kis mi 
niſtry,but unto their teſtimoni 
npon ſufficient tryall and exami 
nation of themſclves in then 
ſelves :upo which he boldlic af 
firmeth that they ſhall cyrhe! 
find his miniſtry powerfull, or 
themſelves reprobats. 
If then wee will conſider thi 
argument in al the particulari 
; ; tic! 


ferreth 
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vifedlie 
ight of 


his mi 
IMON) 
exami 

then 
[dlie af 

cythe! 
fall, of 


der thi 
iculari 
tic! 


franfull” Sremon — 19 _ 


ties therein coritained, there bee 
4 things to be marked of us: the 
1is , The tryall andexamina- 
tion of themſclvs.the 2 is, Theſe 
things whereof they are to.takc 
tryall in themſclves.the 3 is,the 
argument remooving allexcuſe 
of ignorance , or pretencos of 
impoſiibilities of diſcerning 
theſe things inthemſclves.' 'The 
4is, The argument it ſelf, where- 
by the Apoſtle drawes them 
to ancceflitie of acknowledging 
the power of Chriſt in his mi- 
niſtry towards them, | fromthe 
hard conſequence that muſt 
follow upon the contrarie.- Be- 
fore wee ſpeake of theſe patticu- 
lars, its neceſfarie that firſt wee 
marke and conſider the maing 
points of the Apoſtles dofrine 
in this place, firſt laying this ſup- 
poſition that the hearets- are 
true. Chriſtians and aot repro- 
| "= bates; 


20 A very uſeful 
bates; he concludeth abſolutelie 
that they muſt haue proofe and 
experience of the mightice pow- 
cr of Chriſt in the miniſtry of 
thoſe men by whom they are 
eyther firſt called, or afterward 
confirmed in grace, 

Thereupon he ſeemeth evi- 
dently to conclude thefe poſiti- 
ons followinge.. Firſt where no 
proofe of Chriſts power in the 
miniſtry is found or felt by the 
hearers,ceyther the Teacher muſt 
be a. rebrobate Teacher , or the 
hearers reprobate hearers. Se- 
condly that it is impoſſible, that 
thoſe whoare the ele of God 
can be withoutſence & feeling 
of .Chriſtsmightie pÞwer unto 
{alvation in thoſe who are the 
true {miniſters of the Goſpell. 
Fhirdly, That want of ſence & 
feeling (in the thearers) of this 
power of Chriſt in the _— 
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of his faithfull ſeryants,doth evi- 


_ dently evince ſuch hearers to 


be reprobates. Laſtly, That thoſe 
miniſters in whoſe miniſtry the 
hearers (being of Gods elect) do 
find no ſence or cvidence "of 
Chriſts power unto ſalvation 
muſt needs be reprobate mini- 


ſters. For the true miniſtry of r,Cor,x 24 


Chriſt Ieſus zs the poWer of God 


anto ſalvation to all that are to bee Yhidm. 12, 


ſaved and is fooliſhes to none but 
ſuch as periſh, , Andifit bee not 
the' power of God to them that 
are ſaved; It muſt needs follow, 
that that mans miniſtry is not of 
God. Theſe generall poſitions 
ſhalbe moſt cleare and cyident 


._ unto us after the expoſition of 


the 4 former particular points 
contayned in the Apoſtles argu- 
ment, whercof wee are now t0- 
ſpeake. The 1 point is the tryall 
whereunto the Apoſtle doth in- 
B 3 vite 


Cee 
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vite them, wherein 2 thingsare. 
ſpecially to be obſerved. The r 
is, theaQtion it felfe of tryall or 
examination. The 2 is, the ſub- 
jegor perſons whom he willeth 
them to try. Concerning the 
ation, it is not onely a comme- 
dable, but alſoa moſt neceſſary 
ducty to be obſerved of every 
man, beforc he pronounce ſen- 
rence or paſſe his iudgment up6 
anie thing, but ſpeciallie upon 
the things ofGod, & his worſhip 
in his ordinances, cyther in re- 
jeingor admitting, condem- 
ming or approoving, forhereby 
wee arc preſerved , not onely 
from. that great ſinne of ſini- 
ſtrous and raſh judgement , but 
alſo ftom that great follie that 
falleth in many , of forſaking 
that which is for our good, and 
embracing that which is for our 
hurt , and fo conſequently ate 
| kept 


fruaieſull Sermon; 25 
kept from docing wrong both to 
our ſelves and others. The 
truth hereof wee may evidently 
ſee in theſe Corinthians, who 
diſpiſed- and contemned 'the 
bleſſed miniſtry ofPaul who was | 
the faithfull Apoſtle of Chriſt, - - 
and did reverence and| highlic 
eſteeme the deccitfull miniſters 
of Sathan , one]y becauſe they 
neglected this examination and 
tryall,and hereof alſo it cometh 
dayly to paſſe , that many fall 
in that heavie ſinne wherewith 
Chriſt upbraided the IJewes 
ſaying. I am come in my fathers 
name and yee receave me not , if 
another ſhall come in: his owne 
name him ye Will receave. Hap- 


_ pie therefore are they who 


follow thedireion of theApo- 
file lo. In not RE my 
ſpirit , but trying the ſpirits Whe- 
ther they bee of God or not. For 


B 4 manie 


1.1ohn.4,e, 22anie falſe prophets hane in forme 
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ages,ave at thrspreſet, & ſhal hcreaf- 
ter goe ont into this world, The 
necellity of this action may 
yet farther be perccaued by 
the Apoſtles doubling of his 
exhortation ſaying, Proone your, 
ſelvs,examine yourſelvs, where- 
by he inforceth them to this as 
a thing of great moment and 
moſt neccflaric , and there- 
forc not to be neglefted, for 
it is the cuſtome of the Apo- 
ſtles in things of this nature to 
uſe repetition, that we may 
rake them more deeply to hart 


'and ſeriouſly practiſe them, 


and ſurcly there is notany one 
praiſe more neceſlarie in a 
chriſtian,then this of tryall and 
examination , the neglecte 
whereof maketh many not 
onely to deſpiſe God,his Goſ- 
pell, his miniſters, and his fal- 
Yauon, 


 fraitfull Sermon. 25 
former vation, all which they could 
hereaf-fÞ not buthighly eſteeme of, and 

Theſj deſire aboue all things, if once 
| mayſ] they would truly try and taft 
ed by how good they are ; but alſo 
þf his] cauſeth maniein the ignorance 
e your, | of their owne eſtate | cither ſc- 
herc-| curcly and proudly to boaſt of 
hisas | themſelvs as children of grace, 
t and when there is no grace in 
hcre- | them;or then in the miſerable 
, for Þ weakneſle of their owne hearts 
Apo-fto deplore their lamentable 
re to ff| eſtate, as forlorne and forſaken 
' may || of God, whenas notwithſtand- 
) hart Ying they injuy the ſolid teſti- 
1em, monies of Gods fayour to- 
one f wards them ; for this cauſe 

in a when the Plalmiſt would per- a, ;4,8. 
and Eſwade men to ſeck after God 
lete and draw neare unto/ him, he 


not Kexhorteth them to up and behold 
Goſ- how gracious the Lorais , whoſe x,Pet, 2,3, 
 fal- Ygoodneſſe Peter alſo maketh & ;\ 
ION, i 
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26 eM yery uſefull and 
. tobethe argument or condi- 
tion either to perſwade or to 
berequired to moove men to | 
deſire the fincere milk of the 
word : for queſtionleſſe, they 
that have taſtedand truly felte 
what is the goodneſle of God [| 
manifeſted by his word, can- 
not but confeſſe with David , 
that theWord of God is more 10 
be deſired than much fine cold, & 
ſweeter alſo than the hony and the. 
Mace) hony-comb. For the very feete of 
5247s | 

' thoſe whopubliſhpeace and Preach 
good things are beantifall , to all 
who haue felt the conſolation 
of theire miniſtrye the truth 
whercof may be ſcene in the 
Galatians who as faith the Ap, 
himſelfe 44 not «epif the tryall. 

of him whichwas in his or as 
abhorred bi; whenas firſt he preach- nt 
* ed the Goſpell unto th&throueh the 
: —_— of the fleſh, but np3 the fa 
licity which they found in his mint 
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Fooceater hin as an ye; x 4 vel of _ 
ea as Chriſt Teſus, ſo that if it **'" 
4 | gh po 4/4 = cr he 
cked out their eies and hae gi- 
them unto bim ; For which 
uſe the ſame Apoſtle when 
F——_ wr 467 709g 
dtto diſpiſe pro ing,im- 
area" ve" This CD. 
0n,to try all things &r keepe that 
ich ts good as a meane to 
ngthem to the loue, deſire 
deſtymatis of propheſyi ng; 
r he knew that Il and 
roofe, would make diſpiſers 
d change their mind , and 
johlieto eſteeme that which 
cy diſpiſed before , and this 
the 1. Vſe of the doubling of 
is exhortatio, The 2 uſe is to 
tew the Apoſtles aſſured con- 
dence touching the certain 


27 ' 


, Ff that which he had affirmed, 
-Pfihe mighty power ofChu 


| though zhe ſpirit of the propher 


. the ſpirits bee of God,and whethiſ 


3 Awvnaſflled Wi 
in his miniſtry towards theqſhic 
when ſo carneſtlieand inſtanſſio 


| lyheurgeth them to the try$0! 


thereof in themſelves , referrigh!l 
the examination of the trufgt 
thereofto the ſame perſons wiſpr 
did ſceke it in him. For 


bee ſubje& to the prophets, yet ndÞn 
withſtanding the tryall wher 


they ſpcake in the evidencyQcr 
the ſpirit and power of God 
not , is pertinent and belonge 
in ſpeciall miner to the heareqFiri 
whoſe feeling experience is Fr t 
moſt certaine teſtimony , anFa! 
moſt infallible proofe of Chnjſjci 
ſpeaking in thoſe miniſtqFll, 
whom they heare, And thenf4 
fore a Paſtor may then mafſ#: 
juſtly boaſt of the power F* 
Chriſt in his miniſiry , when $#: 
dare make his heaters his judg! 


{yi 


ON "Fail Sermon. 29 
d d refer himſelf to their tryall, 
ds themſhich teacheth us alſo another 
d inſtanfilon , ro condemn that vaine 
the try$ogancy &fooliſh pride which 
referri$ſefſeth the harts of manie, in 
he truffghly eſtceming and vainely 
(ons wifprying of rheir owne mini- 
For Sy, whenas the vertue & valew 
! prophgereof hath no teſtimony 
,yet ndÞm the ſence and experience 
1 whetl& the hearers, but from the 
whethſind conceyt of the teachers 
dency{cmſclves. For the Lordleſus 
" God@th arme his meſſengers with 
clongeſje power and vertue of his 
heareFirit from aboue, not ſo much 
ce is tir their owne ſake as for their 
y , anfarcrs,in whom God will haue 
ff Chriſicir miniſtry mighty & power- 
niniſtell,s ca/f down all: trong houlds, 
d thenfſ}d every high thing that is exal- x.cor.. 4 
n moſſdin their imaginations again#t 5: 
ower Fe. {noWledge of God , antl to 
vhen lW$9duc alt rherr thenghts & intents. 
jad 4s 4 
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of their minds to the obedience 
Chriff wee conclude therefof 
this uſe, with this warning to; 


preachers , that ſccing (as the 


are miniſters ) the honour al 
credit of their miniſtry coir 

moſt in the power of God in 
towards others , they doe n 
glory nor boaſt of themſelves 
reſpec of their miniſtry, but 

cording as the evidence of th 
power thereof may be true 
reſtified by the conſciehce « 
their hearers,eſtecming nothi 


_ eyther of their eloquence ( 


gifts of preaching how gre 
ſocuer they be in thenaſclye 
whe as they are without eyth 
force or power towards othet 
ſceing as ſayth the Apoſtle. 


\. kingdome of God is not in 


but in power , and therefore 
threatneth thoſe falſe te 
puft up atCoriath, that —_ | 


— 


redience 
therefc 
ning to; 
Ig (as th 
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ſhould come 
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to try them he 
would take notice not of thtirmoras 
but of their power. Andthis ſhall 


. appeare more evidently b 


that 2 point which in this tryall 
is to bee obſerved who are 
the perſons whom he! willeth 
the to proove & examine, bis 
words are, proove yourſelues 


examine yourſelvs, The que- 


ſtion being of the power of 
Chriſt in Pauls miniſtry he re- 
ferreth the tryall thereof to 
his hearersin themſelvs, which 


he would neverhaue done, if. 
, the queſtion concerning this 
power in all mens preaching 


were not to be decided rather 
by that which is felt by expe- 
rience in the hearers, than 
by any thing whatſoever in 
the Teacher ; Divers fingular 


uſes we haue of this poynt. LES 


Firſt, touching the rue know- 
ie © |]  Teage 


Rom,n, 19. by 


F 
/ 


32 eMvoynſcſullend, © 
edgeofthe nature of afl ſpiri- 
tuall things ; It muſt be taken 
from the tryalland experience 
which we have of them in 
onr ſelvs; whichis the true li- 
mits and bounds as well as the 
ground & foundatis ofall true 
knowledg of God and all 
things belonging to ſalvation , 
For how excellent and ſuper- 
emminently good ſoever they 
be in themſelvs, our mindes 


can riſe no higher in apprehen- | 


dingand knowing them, then 
the experience and ſence is 
which wee receive of theire 
force and effectuall working in 
and upon ourſelys: And this 
is true not onely in the ſuper- 
naturall knowledge of God & 
heavenly things, butalſoin ſo 
far as nature itſelf canappre- 
hend of God; this is manifeſt 


Romans, 


the Apoſtles words to the ' 


h VeQetting us again ” 4 -ligely h ope | 


; fraitfull Sermon. | 33 
Romans; when he fayth hat 
whichmight be knovun of God is 
manife#t in men themſelves, For 
which canſe he juſtly conclu- 
deth rhe Gentiles to haue beene 
vniuſt detayners of the truth of 
God , and therefore molt juſtly 


puniſhe from heaven , becanſe ,, , 


tnowinuz God they ard not glorifie & 21, 
him as God neither "were thankfallc 
For it is moſt certainc that there 
can bee no true judgement- of 


Ftheſe things that are ſpirituall, - ' 


and ſo no way ſubject to the 
apprehenſion of carnall ſences, 
but onely from the ſence and . 
fecling of our ſoutes , according 
to the meaſure! of working, 
whereby it pleaſeth God| by his 
pirit to make our ſoules ſenſible 
f his nature andgoodnes, which 
ce never can rightly eftceme 
f, vatill by his bleſſed goſpell, 


0 


Habre 4.12, 


34 eAveyenſeſulant 
of an inheritance immortallunde- 
EI fled and that Withereth wat. , he 


<nom.5.5, poWvreth in by his ſpirit aboundanthy 


in our harts his, loue and peace 
that paſlcth all vadcrſtanding, 
neither can wee ever acknow- 
ledge the bleſſed word of God 
to be the power of God vato. 
ſalvation , vntill that by experi- 
ence wee find it to bee that 
which the Apoſtle deſcribes it 
to bee in us, viz. 4 living Word 
mighty in operation and ſharper 
then any to edged ſword , and 
piercing into the: deviſion of our 
ſoule and of our —_— joynts & 
the marroW, and judging the verit 
thoughts and intents of our harte, 
ſo that wee may juſtly conclude 
that no man hath any more 
true knowledge eyther of God, 
the goſpell, or miniftry thereof, 
then ſo far as in himſelf he hath 
felt by proofe and experience 

7 S | their 


o aitfull Sy: oN- $35 - 
their efficacy and working _— 
himſclf. 

Moreover this teacherh us 
another lefſortouching'the true 
courſe of mens tryall in matters 
ſpirituall, and ſpecially of the 
vertue and power of any mans 
miniſtry , ir 'is apparent-thar 
the Corinthians did narrowly 
marke the Apoſtle himſelfe in 
his outward cſtate , and in his 
vtterance and eloquence im all 
which they externally 'found 


' nothing in their carnal_jadgniCt 


but baſenes*, weakenes: , and 
words of no valew- , but-in the 
meane time they did nor marke 
the mighty work of that weake 
mi by his ſeeming weake words 
in their owne harts inwardly, 
which made them perverſe and 
ſiniſtrousIndges ofhis mitiiſtry, 
the vertue and power ' whereof 
isnot to be diſcerned by ought 
C'2 that 


Rom.l4, 4. 


3 


that outwardly can bee percea- 
ved eyther by the eye in behoul- 


ding the ſpeaker, or by the care - 


In heating his eloquence , but 
onely by the inward ſence and 
feclingof their owne harts and 
ſpirits. - And this ſervcs to 
corrett two great vices in our 
judging , firſt concerninge the 
perſons: , and 2: concerning 
the matter,. Touchitrig the per- 
ſons its. a common vice to bee 
buſic in taking notice & in judg- 
ing. of others , but; not ofour 
ſclves ,. whereas ,our mindes 
ought.to bee ill/examining our 
ſelves & hot others, for as ſayth 
the Apoſtle, Who art thou that 
judgeſt, another mans ſervant bee 
ftandeth or falleth to his oWneLord 
and not. unto thee , and the 
ſcriptures of: God continually 
warnelys to ablteyn- from. judg- 
ing of ACS and ſtill to —_ 
an 


tp 
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fruitfull Sermon. 37 
and tax our ſelys , leaſt wee be 
judged and in judging others to 
begine firſt at our ſelyes, becauſe 
thereby we ſhalbe the ' more 
able to giuc righteous judgment 
of others, for as Chriſt fayth, 
hoW can 4 man ſay to his brother let 
me.caſt out a mote ont of thine ee, 
& behould there is a beame in his 
oWne eie, Mat.7 4. For how fhall 
4 man ſee to cat out 4 mote ont of 
his brothers eie unto the time that 


firſt he hath caſt out the beame out 
of his oWne eie, For Chriſt him- M&,7,ts. 


ſelf ſhewes,that with what judg- 
ment wece judge others wee' 


| ſhalbe judged, and with what 


meaſure wee meat unto others; 
it ſhalbe meaſured againe to us. 
Beſides that the judgment -of 
others is not left unto us by the 
Lord, but reſerved unto himſelf,” 
and therefore theApoſtle count- 


cth- ita yery ſmall matter to bee 1,Cor.4 33 . 


C 3 judged 


33 eA veruſeſullend 

judged-by the Corinthians or 
any. mans judgment. touching 
his fidelity in his wintſtry , bur 
this Apoſtle carneſtly invites us 
tojudge and examine our ſeclvs, 
and ſheweth to the Corinthians 
that if Wee judged per ſelves, Wee 
ſhould not bee judged of the Lord - 
with his temporall plagues ; as 


;8. ; infirmities, ſicknes, and tempo- 


rall death , by which the Lord 
did chaſtiſe the Corinthians, for 
not judgingand cxamining the-+ 
ſelvs betore they did eat of the 
Lords bodice. And this duety 
of not.-judging others but our 
ſelvs, is the more carefully to 
bee obſerved by us;, becauſe(as 
we ſhall heate afterwards) every 
faithfull Chriſtian'is able by the 
ſpirit of God given him, todil- 
ecrne of himſelf, & his ſpirituall 
eſtate aright , but as concerning 
others , although in the judg- 
mear 


SS WW EH 
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ment of charity wee [ought to 
cſteeme well of all that pro- 
feſſe Chriſt , (yeacuen of thoſe 
with whom wee refuſe to con- 
yerſe for diſobedience in them 
whom ſtill according tothe rule 


"  fuiſol Son, 39 


of the Apoſtle wee are notto 2,Th#.;,r4 
cſteeme as cnemics, but to ad- "5 
moniſh as brethren :) yet the in- 


fallible knowledge of theireſtate 
inChrift,is only known to God 
Who only knoweth Who is his oWvne, 
The 2. errour, concerning the 
matter of our judgment is, here- 
by likewiſe correed , wee ſee 


2, Tim. 2,tg 


and perceaue this to bee a com-, 
mon folly in men,to looke upon 
the perſon of the preacher,upon 


his gifts and utterance , and till 
to becenſuringall men , to bee 
eyther good or bad preachers ac- 
cording as they find them to 
latiſfic or diſpleaſe their judg- 
ment jin their gifts of know- 
| C4 ledgs 


40 A very uſefull and © 


ledge, . vttcrance, or noma 1 
and ſo often fall in a wofull er-. 
rour in contemning the bef} & - 


applauding the worſt, whereas 
| c matter of all true judgment 
of preaching, conſiſts not ſo 
much in the matter orutterance 
of the preacher,as in the power 
_ of that which is ſpoken : which 
power is ofien wanting in the 
greateſt both of knowledge and 
cloquence , and ofr yea moſt 
® timcs accompanieth the moſt 
{imple delivery of the truth in 
men having far leſſe meafure of 
the aforcſaid gifts. And this 
tryall taken from the power of 
the word heard ; muft necds 
force every ma back to himſelf, 
to Examine himſelf, if he will 
know how to judge aright of 
the preacher, ſeeing his hart & 
{oul is the ſubje&t whercin the 
veztue & cflicacy of all preach- 


ing 


frnnrfull Sermon. On 


ing isto bee found, For he is - 


the moſt powerfull preacher 


| who moſt ſtirrs and mooves 


the hart of the |hearer 
unto faith and obedience, ſo 
thataman needsnot to go out 
of himſelf to looke to anie 
thing but that thats in himſelf, 
whereby to diſcern whether 
Chriſt ſpeak or not in:the 
preacher whom . he heareth , 
even as its not ſo much colour. 
or taſt of the wine,or matter of 
the cup whercout we drink, as 
the felt virtue in our ſpirits re- 
frcſhed thereby , wherby the 
valour and vertue of wine is 
diſcerned, both colour and taſt 
hough ina golden cup decei- 
ing us: As in matercall tem- 
ples built of ſtone, the more 
he windowes be painted the 
eſe is the light : So in the 
ue ſpirituall Temple of Chriſt 

7 5 rome 


42 eA very nſcfull and | 
thoſe thatarethe lights there- 
of the more their preaching be 
painted with the intiſing 
words of humane wiſdom an 

eloquence, the leſſeſolid light 
of the knowledg of the gloric 
of God in the face of Ieſus is 
miniſtred by them to the harts 
of their hearers. And thus 
much for the firſt point ſerr 
down by the Apoſtle : Now 
followes the ſecond , vizt. 
Touchingthoſe things where- 
inthe Corinthians were tot 

and examine themſelvs, whic 

aretwo, Firſt their faith , 2. 
Chriſts being in them : this 
laſt being the evidence of theþ 


firſt. It is true that the words; 


may be taken two manner of 
wajcs, For theſe words {lf ye 
bein the faith ) may be either 
thecondition required in thoſefy 
thatſhall try themſelvs concer- 
= CE... 
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ng the power of Chriſt in 
eminiſtry ofthoſe who teach 
em, orthen, it may be tak- 
for the matter itſelf, wher- 
they areto find out the evi- 
nce of Chriſts powerintheir 
achers. In what ſence ſoe- 
rwe take it, it ſervs for the 
poſtles purpoſe, and yeelds 
great inſtrugion, In the 
ſence, it teacheth us that 
hich is moſt true; viz. That 
till a man beleeve hee can 
ve no right judgment of ipi- 
all things, ir being faith 
ely that purifies rhe heart 
dm all finne and filthines. 
ſides that, it remaines ſure 
hich the Apoſtle faith . Thet - 
naturall man comprehends not 
things of the ſpirit of God , for 


ty are fookiſhnes unto him ; be- 


ſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, , c,,, ., 


the ſpirituall man _—_— IF. 
a 


44 A wery ſeſwll and 


all things. ; Now no: man 
be a ſpirityall man but he tha 
beleceveth-: Therefore juſt 
doth the Apoftle call- faith th 
evidence of things that are not ſeen 


_ Sothat before a man can be ; the 


rat 


wy 


is d 


nat tf 
DMmc 
11ni 


ble to perceave the. ſpirituaf 


power of Chriſt in anie man 
preaching , he muſt .baue thi 
faith , cl{e how can he percea 
orapprehend that which is in 
viſible, of which nature thi 
power is. Hereby we learn 
that it is no wonder thar 


x. Cor.r,”s Word of the croſſe 1s fooliſhnts " þ 


Cap. 53,0. 


mot part of men, yea to all that 
riſh as ſaith the Apoſtle, Fo 


the arme of the Lord therein is nl ; 


revealed unto them, becaulc 


they beleevenot the.report off, 


Gods;meſſengers, as faith th 


Prophet Eſa. For beleife an 


knowledg of the power « 
Godin preachipg,are never ſe 
per 


T  Froitfull Sermon. |= 4s 
rate , for which cauſe Chriſt 

n Cal:mſelf ; giving:thetcaſon; that 

e i; diſciples loved hiov', fayth, 

Juſth at they belicued that the was 

ith tne out from the father. And £4. 16, 

vt jeerb-ine when in his prayer to the 15,27, 


” .ons Why he recommended, 
' Mal-m to thefather , (as rhat he 

IC 1 declared his name unto them: | | 
Crcci 


Ic they had. kept his Word , that 

11S 1, knew that all things Which 

'S thi father had given him. , Was | 

leafs che father : that be had given | 
_ j them the Words Which the _ 
hnts Miier had given him: that they | 
nat Pl receaved them, and-that they ) 
» FO, knew he Was come out from | 
' 5: Py father ): he: ſubjoynd: as the 

_— wa _ ——— all 

| their: knowledge , rhas the) tos, r7, 6, | 
th i$.,.4 chariche ths 7:8, ; [4 
fe a, Theuſe hereof isfirſt to 
_ c hus tharHith is the only cic! 
perar * 
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of the ſoule , whereby its al 
truely to diſcerne: the nature 
all ſpirituall & heavenly thing; 
2.It lers us ſee the miſer able « 
| Nate & condition of all infidel; 
whoarc utterly deprived of 
ability to. know or rightly 
perceaue the nature of God , « 
Chriſt , ofhis goſpell, or 
miniſters, yea alſo of theml(cly 
in any ſpirituall thing. Laſ 
it teacheth us not to ſtamble 
the baſe accoutrit and contem} 
of the -Goſpell and miniftc 
thereof 5 in the moſt part 
men in this age, ſceing po. 
blind wretches being deſtit 
of faith:\are not able to knd 
theſe things , ner to give 
right judgment of them , or 
themſelvs, & this either, havi 
'-or wanting of fayth-in men, 
the very: cauſe of all - differc 
jadgmeat , of all things in 
| lig 


| " fruitfull Sermon. © (47 
ligion,and fpecially of things in- - 
re 99 different,as maybe perceaved by 
FY the Apoſtles words to the Ro- 
1 mans. Cap. 14,ſaying ,/ Ove man 
i belewveth thar he may cat al things, 
and another Which ts Weake eateth 
hearbs, & againe , 1 knoW and am 
y perſwvaded through the Lord Ie- 
ſas , that there ts nothing uncleane 
L of oy , bat ta: him that judgeth 


ought uncleane;' 0 him it is un- 


cleane, and againe |, haſt: thou 
i} fairh , hawe it With thyſelf be- 
} fore God, bleſſed is he that comdem- 


neth not himſelf in that Which he 
alloaweth , but be that doubreth 2s 
condemned if” he cate , becauſe 
he eateth not of faith. and What 
ſoener is nor of. faith is ſinwe, in 
JI all which words the - Apoſtle 
attributeth. knowledg- and full 
perſwaſion -of'the indifferent 
- Þ} uſe. of all externall things as 
.I mcat drink &c,unto fayth;: and 
| Ignorance 


”y del; ifs Haan os FRO . 


h 4 
ignorance & doubting to infide. 


bi eA very wſeſuil and. 


lity or weaknes' of faith which 
gives us a cleare; light to diſcern 
betwixt man and man in their 
judgment touching things in- 
different in their uſe, where 
it may be withour ſcandall. And 
abſtinence from them , where 
the uſe is ſcandalous:for undoub. 
tedly true faith where it is, 
ciuvesa man knowledg and full 
perſwaſion that ther is no diffe. 
rence betwixt one meate ; one 
garment;or oneday and another 
&c.in themſclvs: but where one 
day, one meate, One garmet &c, 
is eſteemd above another , . or 
where. ther is doubting of their 
indifferency and equall law 
fulnes /in uſe as: before, there 
muſt needs be weaknes of faith, 


_ which is a faith' acoompanicd 


with much infidelity, But leav- 


ing ths lence- of theſe words, 
notwith- 


ide. 


ich 
cern 
heir 

In- 
1Cre 
And 
Acre 
3Ub. 
'Is, 
full 
iffe- 


ONCc 


ther 


one 
CC, 

or 
heir 
law 
Acre 
ith, 
ncd 


cas 
rds, 
ich- 
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be probably raken to be-the- 
Apoſtles meaning, -wee come - 
to the other ſence asbeingin 
moſt mens judgment;the true 
meaning of the Apoſtle,taking: 
the words as a declaration of: 
that wherein they ſhall try 
themſclues, viz. whether they 
be in the fayth'*or | no 7 
according to which \ſehice 
the Apoſtles argument - wilt 
tollow | after this”! manner. 
If yebe inthe faith, ye muſt ac< 
knowledge 'the -power - of 
Chriſt in my miniſtry! -But'by - 
tryall ye ſhall find that yeare in 
the faith : Therefore if ye try 
yourſelvs ye ſhall: finde the 
power of Chriſt in'my mini: 
ſry. The- confirmationof the 
ſecond -part of this" 'arpument_ 
viz. That by tryall-they:- ſhall 


tiade themſelvs to-be in the 


ds 


+5 1%, 092 
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notwithſtanding that/it may* 


faith is to be taken from the 


laſt words of this verſe, which 
arc indifferently to beiuſed for 
prooving both the: ;parts of 
eryall, thatis, both that they 
are in the faith, and that Chriſt 
isinthem, after this manner, 
either by tryall you ſhall finde 
you are in the faith, or that ye 
arereprobates :But we truſt ye 
ſhall finde ye are not repro- 
bates: Therefore we truſt 
that by tryall ye' ſhall finde 
yourſelvsto bein the faith. 
To ſpeak then of this firſt 
thing wherein they are to try 
themſelvus, we haue two 
things to be marked in it. 
Firſt whatit is whereabout this 
tryall muſt be in theoſclvs , 
viz. faith. Secondly , what 
muſt be tryed concerning this 
faith, viz. Whether they be 
initornot9| 7 
RT Touching 


wh, =", a %. &f 


© *» y 


fi 


for 
s of 


hey 
hriſt 
Ner, 
inde 
t ye 
t ye 
pro- 
truſt 
inde 


 farſt 
) try 
two 
n it. 
t this 
Ivs, 
what 

this 
y be 


Touching'the fc, Its not 


without great realon that the 


Apoſtle ſetts down no other 
chriſtian vertue whereby to 
finde out in themſelvs the ef- 


feQuall power of Chriſt in his 


miniſtry towards them but 
faith , For all other operation 
ofthe miniſtry whatſoever, be 


what it willbe., if it haue nor. 


faith accompanying it, doth 
never prove that miniſtry to be 
the power of God-unto falva- 
tion in thoſe men , for as faith 


the Apolile,the Goſpell is the :,nom, x6. 


powerof God unto ſalvation 
to every one that beleeveth, 
by which ſort of ſpeech the 
ſpirit of God will teach us 
plainely, that the miniſtry of 
the Goſpell,is notGods power 


to ſalvation ro thoſe men in 


whom itneuer begetteth faith, - 


ſo that if any will rightly try 
1, Da him 


j nn a” 


3141.6, 20, 


| y 


Avery uſefull and M 
himſelf whether the miniſtry of 
men, be accompanyed with the 
power of Chriſt ſpeaking in 
them to his ſalvation, he is not 


ro looke ſo 'much to any effe&t 


thereof--in himſelf as to this 
vercue of fayth ,*for all other 
eftets-. may deceaue him as 
doubtleſle they doe many, for 
experience teacheth', that the 
Goſpcll and preaching thereof 
doth work many great effes 
even in the reprobate , as wee 
ſee in Herod, Who feared Tohn the 
Baptist and heard him gladly,and 
When hee heard him did many 
things,yet inthe end; he impri- 
ſoned him, &-pyt him to death. 
Likewiſe even Symon Magus 
which uſed witchcraft and had 
bewitclied the people of Sa- 
maria along time-, by the force 
of Philips Preaching is ſaid ,' to 
haue belcexed aid' to 'haue beeve 


2 0 ; baptiſed” 


a - "o"—_— 


Ds: x = A ws A, boa, os, os es 6% as 4 2.4 6h Aa GAGE LG 6EIhRzLE:. CC: FY, Ps 


fruitfull Sermon. | [71 
baptiſed, and to haue continued 
with Philip ,. wendring - at the 
ſienes and great miracles. Which 
Were done by. him , and alſo 
upon the acknowledgment of 
his finne in ſeeking by money 
to haue power to give the holy 
ghoſt by laying on of hands, did 
carneſtly entreat the Apoſtles 
to pray tothe; Lord for him, & 
yet notwithſtanding al this, he 4#8. 
was cucn then in the gall of 
bitternes & bads of iniquity:for 
althoughirbe ſaid he belecued it 
becauſe he did make profeſſio of 
faith, yet had he not this true - 
faith whereof the *Apoſtle here 
ſpeaks;which if he had had , he 
could not have ſtill remayned. 
in the gall of bitternes & bond 
of jniquity.. And its manifeſt 
by- the parable of Chrift in the 
Goipell that zhe. kingdome. of 1.0... 
heavens like a draW net caſt into 
D 3 the 


Mat.20, 15 


- outward profeffion of the true 


54 eA vereſcfulland 
the ſea that gathereth of all kinde 
of thinss. But as.the Apoſtle 
yth , ail men haue not faith. 
2,Theſ,z,2, For many are called 
bat fevv are choſen , nether every 
one that calleth Chriit Lord fhall 
enter into the kingdome of heaven 
Mat.7,21. | | 
Its evident by dayly experi- 
ence that the Goſpell worketh 


cffcually in many to their ' 


conviction , andin many alſo 
to their extcrnall converſion, & 


God , and unto' obcdience in 
many things ,- in whom not- 
withſtanding it neuer wrought 
rrue juſtifyng faith, whereby its 


evident that there is no tryall 


ſound & infallible to any man, 
of Chriſts ſaving power by'the 
miniſtry of the Goſpell toward 
them , except that which is 
taken from faith; our devotion, 

| zcale, 


Peniſull Sermon. 5 
zeale, holines , profeſſion and 
obedience , will miſerably de- 
ceaue us, if wee buyld our truſt 
on themyfor it is not they, bur 
faith alone , that makes us the 
ſonnes of God and truely juſti- 
ficth- us , yea which is more, 
cuen they all are ſinnes , if faith 
be not theyr fountain, for Whar 


ſoever is not of faith is ſinne. The Rom. 14+ 33 


uſe of this is principally to teach: 
us,what ought to be the prinei- 
pall ſcope and chiefendeavour 
both of Paſtors in pteaching,and 
of people in hearing |, that is; 


| that the one by preachiug may 


work , &: the other by hearing, 
may reccaue faith in their hearts 
without which al other things 
are nothing, ſceing ther is nether 
entry,nor accefſe, norcontiny- 
ance in grace, but by faith alone, 
for as{aith the Apoſtle, in Chriſt 
Ieſus vie hage bouldnes and en- 

| D 4 trance 


56s Avery nſiſull.and 
rrance With confidence by\faath in 


bim,Epheſ.3,+2. Andgaine by, 


him alſo through faith Vice haue 
had acteſſe nato this grack,Where- 


again;for by fazth ye ſfand.z,Cor, 


1,:24- This doth . argue. both - 


preaching-and hearing of manic 
to bee vaine & fruitles , whenas 
eyther is not chiefly intended to 
this end of belceving , for if a 
teacher work not faith by:prea- 
ehing, whatſoever hee doe be- 
fides-ſhall never ſauc thehearers. 
And if.a man by hcaring, attain 
not: to., becleceving , what ever 
other frpiche xcceaucſhalbut cn» 
creaſcqhis-judgment ,. for faith 
wrought by preaching is thetrue 
-zouchſtpne: ,. whereby .both a 
.preacher-is tryed to haueChriſts 
power/jn his: miniſtry.., anda 
 hearer doth finde theGoſpell to 
. ce the power of Gad to. his 
ſalvation. 


the next touching their being in 


this faith. Its a common cuſtome 


of - the . ſcriptures when they 


ſpeake of the ſaying graces of 
God,qrof leſus Chriſt in whom. 
Jes, enjoy, them... ſometimes 


to require them t bei in us, and. 


omtimes, ps.10: em, Concer- 


ning Chriſt, the Apoſtle prayes 
or. the Epheſizns that Chris? 


Corinthians he fair 


irth much fruit, Touching 
e Apoſtle faith-ro Tymothy,, 


bat he deſired to fe him. , When 


ecald io remem rance , the 


wuned faith | that Was in him,which p 


Ds | dvelt 


fraitfull Sermon. FF : 
falvation. Now wee come to. 


naydwell in their hearts, Ephe: r.Co.r,z0; 
IUNS 3, 17 Anda me totho. 
but ye are: 
if Godjen Chriſt Jeſus _ and Chit 
inſelfjn the 15..0f Ioho faich ; 
o hjs diſciples, abide in mee and. 
in you., he- that. abideth i mn mee 
nd I in him. the [ov br v4 


a > 


d TOY 
58 ever wſcfulland 
dwelt firſt in his grandmotherLoys, | 
and in his mother Eunice, which 
he was aſſured did dwell in him |, 
alſo: And here the Apoftle | 
willeth the Corintians, 70 try {| 
themſelves if they bee 'inf 
zhe faith , and againe to the 
cal.r.z: Coloſſians, If ye continue groun-| 

1-35 ded and #abli ed in the faith, & 
agiine, 4s ye Haue receford Chriſt po 
leſus the Lord walk in him , rooted, 
and built in him, and abliſned in Fo 
the faith: In like manner theſ},, 
ſcripture ſpeakes of loue, off. 
patience, of hope, of holy-þ.. 
nes, of righteouſnes, and'all | 
other chriſtian vertues. Theſ,1.. 
reaſon of this forme of ſpeacheſþ;,, 


2. Tim.1 4+ 
$+ 


Thidem.2,6, 
T7. 


a 


in ſcriptures, becauſe of rhe,.. - 
double uſe and benefirborh offi, op 
Chriſt himſelf, and all otheqh, ., o 
drag graces in him:The,.,- 
rſt.uſe is.of ptaRtiſe, the ſe, £ 
cond of preſervation ; For rheſ+ ,. 
aa mon: 20 4h Go 


fretirfull Sermon: * S9' 
Js firſt, theſe graces ate neceffarie 
ich {,beinus, to enable us to all 
"mm {1ciſtian duties , who of ourſelvs 2. Cor.3.5. 
ſtle Þe nor ſuſficient ( as of ourſeboes } 
ITy fudoeſo much asthink any good, 
mM pccording to that of Chriſte 10hn.15.5. 
the peaking of himſelf, without 
Oren” ye je can doe. nothing, And 2 
C & ouching faith its' ſaid of rhe 
brif Ppoſtle, That without faithits 
ooted poſſible to pleaſe God Heb, 6. © 
ed #9 $5 that neither we ourſelvs,' 
* WMCHor anie of our ations, can be' 
> Oicceptable ro God, (even al- 
oly- hough they ' be the acionhs 
d alt mmaunded by God) unlefſe 
cleeving we doe them by 
acnthith, yea not onely are they 
x the$ar acceptable , bur it is im- 
th O:Mble--to us ro haue any 
oth: engrh or ability to doe thenr 
tie fccording to Gods will with- 
E feÞur faith, for that mighty power thi 4.15; 
I = f God through Chriſt whereby we 


ar are 


65 A. very uſefull and Fe 
aremade able to de all things is not; 1þ 
in any but iu theſe that beleeve. lj; 1/ 
According to that faying off[z: 
the Apo, praying for the Ephe. 
ſians, That the cies of their #n- 
derflanding might be enlightened, 
that they might know what is the 
exceeding greatnes of Gogs power 
towards us. that beleeve.. cap.1., 
18,19. Andagain;ſpeaking tof 
the Coloſſians, -he faith, We 
are buried together with Chri#t i 
baptiſme, in the which we art ons 
alſo rayſed together with bim |f., 
through the faith of the. effeftuall,;;., 
operation of God, who hath. rayſedſ,,, 
Chriſt from the dead cgp.2.ver.12 hui, 
And therefore Iohn in bis firl,,,,. 
epiſtle doth, attribute our vich,, 
torie over the whole. worldþ, þ, 
nely. to. our faith, ſaying Þ,.,, 
Allthat arg boruof God ouercomJyy,,, 
- neth this world, and - this.is th, by 
Pictorie that hath avercome. th 
| : wor ih 


 *'fraitfull Sermon. 
'  [world, even our faith." For who is 
is 10; rhat ofercommeth this world but 
e that beleeveth that Teſus is the 
f oneof God ? r10b.5.4.5.| And 


hap. 11 attributeth all. the 
rength ofall the children of 
od( in doing good,and obay- 
ng God) onely to their faith ; 
1%. Bhrough which faith as faith the. 
1g tBboſtle, they ſubdued kingdomes, 
Wetkrouzht righteouſnes, obtayned the 
1#1 hrmiſe , ſtopped the mouthes of - 
” NVRons, quenched the violenceof fire, 
bim , (raped the edge of the ſword,, of 
cHUASeake were made ſtrong,waxed Va- 
rayſedÞ. nt in battell, turned to flight the 
T-124rmies of the aliants, the women 
> firl,caved their dead rayſed to. lift, 
" VIcEher alſo were racked and would 
voridh, bee delivered , that they might 
1s Jreeave a betrer reſurrettion , and 
FcomBhers haue bene tryed by mockings 
is 1h by ſconreings, yea —_— 
< , the _ b onds 
wor 


61 


-Fbc Apoſtle to the Hebrewes, 


P 
—— WP — A. 9 Cs mw ——— —— 
- _ 
# 


— 

v4 

Cs 
-” . 9_ 
- jy nr 
- = - — 
SR ern ens _ 
mn r———_  —____— , 
+. dams ' , 5 
Wes als mY v3. as "T1 ” » . < 
. z ' FRY "2M »; 


—. m—__— 
DOTS ES CEIDI EE Oe o—_ ——_— 


oy . 


62 Aveyuſe _— | 
bonds aud impriſonment, they were 
ſtoned, OED hewen a ſunder, 
they were ſlaine with the ſword, w] 
they wandred up aud dewne inf} er 
ſheepes ſkins and in goats [kinnesÞ 6 
being aefiitute, afflifted, and tor- Ar 
mented , all which they did endure] ;þ;; 
and ſuffer onely by fauth , by whic, 
they all obtayned good report. It is y4;; 
clear therefore for ſuch praf jc. 
iſes andall other obedience] 4, 
whatſocuer, it is neceſſary that f;;y 
a Chriſtian haue faith in him mat 
without which he hath ngſthe 

ſrrength eyther to doe offne; 
ſuffer any thing to the glor.nq 

of God & his owneſalvationJſ, 

2. Its expedient that as hqfgr 

muſt haue faith in him fol q Qs, 

practice, ſo he muſt beinthqy, 4 

taith forhis preſervation , fof/ay,, 

asnothing can enable him tqThe, 
doe good but faith;fo nothinging « 
can preſerve him from all evilſgyje, 

Y untq - 


 freitfull Sermon. © G3 
were] unto falvation bur faith onely, 
zder,} within the: compaſſe & limits 
74] whereof , except heremaine F 
2e Wy encloſed , he cannot avoyd 
mnes. evill , therefore is it that the 
71or Apoſtle chargeth every one in 
1durtf the houſe of God,that »o man Rom.rz. z. 
phic preſure 10 bee wiſe abone that 

It of which is meete, but that every man 

Pay bee wiſe unto ſobriety ,as God hath 

ence dealt to every man the meaſure of 

y thall ith , this meaſure of every 

himJ mans faith being unto him 

1 nfthe onely rule and juſt 

Ee Ofmeaſure, both of his aRions 

glorfjand ſufferings , ſeeing what- 

on ſoener is not of faith 1s finne, 

as for which cauſe the Apoſile | 
n fol[defines the life ofa Chriſtian, | 
in thJ' bee the - of faith in the | 
> fOllſonne of God. Galatians 2. 20. | 
im tFTherefore for the better keep- ( 
Xthinfing our ſelves fromall rhe aſ- \ 
Il evicults of athan, weeare com- 

Bs 


untt 


ww a oo 


6: el verjoſſullend 
manded to put 9n;as an armouy || p 
given usfrom God,theſe 'Chriſtias | fa 
Vertues, truth, » 99% gon peace f| po 
hope, and abone all faith', Whereby || ſat 
wee may be able 10 quench all the || fai 
fiery darts of the diuell,&+ to ſtand | Ge 

 azainſt all his aſſaults, Epheſians þ] the 
6,10,17. Andinanother place | the 
wee-are cxhorted by the Apo- [to 
file as the elet? of God (holy and ſall 
belooved) _ ou the boWwells of ſas \ 
mercies , kindnes , humblenes ef ſand 
mind , meekenes., long-ſuſſering, ſunte 
lowe, &c, And finally Whatſoexerſjalſo 
wee ſhal l doe in Word or deed toffin us 
aoe all in the name of the Lordfius ; 
Teſus,which!is aſmuch as to willſliue 
us to doe al in faith. ColoſſiansJus , 
3,12, &c, For as God doth notfinor 
. excrciſe his power in us to theſſaith 
praſtiſe of good but by faith:] Nc 
So doth he not imploy his|Apoſl 
power to keepe us unto falva-ffry if 
tion but by faith alſo : as isfwee 
plainc 


plaine by the wards of Pete 
ſaying, #has Wee are kept by the 


power of God through faith unto 
9 | ſafvation, 1,Ep,.1, 5, | Thus 
faith *is both the *power of 
God within us, to fireng- 
then us to all -goodnes|, and 
the- armour of God upon us, 
to keepe and couer us from 
all evill. For which (cauſe, 
{ls of Fas wee muſt abide in Chritft, 
es ef fand Chriſt muſt abide in us 
ing, unto ſalvation : So muſt wee 
zexer alſo abide in faith , and faith 


wee bee in the faith, is not be- 
E cauſe 


66 eAveyenſeſulland 
cauſe both”"bee not neceffary, 
or- that the one can pdſlibly 
bee without the other, ſecing 
the union betwixt us: and the 
graces of God in Chriſt , is 
like to our communion with 
Chriſt himſelf , for as he is 
in us and we are in him, ſo 
ate wee in his graces and gifs 
and they arc in us ; even 
as he is in the © father and 
the father in him, but the 
cauſe moouing the Apoſtle to 
ſpeak ſo is this , becauſe our 
finding of our ſelves in thie 
faith is the moſt cleare evi- 
dence of the power of Chriſt 
in the miniftry to our falva 
tion , for then it is effetua 
when not onely , it dott 
work faith in our hearts; but 
alſo doth makeus walke in it 
fo that as in our knowledge 


that 


fait] 
It, n« 
and 
neve 
will or affection ee 6 of t 
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ry, | ſo in our. deeds externally'; we 
bly | manifeſt this: faith. Not going 
ing | in any thing beyod the meaſure 
the} of that faich which God hath 
is] given us,andtoſpeake the truth 
it'is:a wofull' error in many 
Chriſtians to fatiſhe themſelys 
with.a conceyt ;' that they be- 
leeue , withour marking , or 
once conſidering, whether they 
haue put on this faith , as a gar- ' 
ment to walk in, and asian ar- 
mour to fightin, that they may 
ſee themſelves in it . cloathed 
both as their' garment - and: ad- 
iy orning them, and as an armour 
defending them , for its many- 
feſt by the doQtrine of Iames, 
that many | boaſt they haue 
faith who yet doe not walke in 
I it, nor'uſe it asa ſhield againſt fin 
and ſathan, therefore wee are 
cdgq never to eſteeme the miniſtry 
end of the Goſpell to bee the 

E 2 POWCr 


68 A very uſefull and 
power of God. to our ſalvati- 
on for any lightor- perſwation 
it worketh in our hearts in- 
wardly , excepte likewiſe it 
make us put on that light: to 
walke in it as the children of 
light, andarme us with it to 
fightagainſt the prince of dark- 
nes and all his works; For, 
{cripture and- experience teach 
us, that manic haue the lighte 
oftheknowledg and truth of 
God within them, boaſting 
of it in words, who yet in 
their deeds deny it, doingas 
the Apo, ſpeaks of the gentils 
who held ana detained the truth in 
unrichteouſnes, and ſuppreſs it in 
heir! a becauſe w 4; hf 
God they glorified him not as God , 
neither were thankfull. Rom.r.18, 
& 2r. And thus: much for the 
firſt point of the tryall : we 
ſhould now ſpeake of the: ſe- 
EET on 
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fruitfull Sermon; 69 
cond, but that the Apoſtle 
doth ſtay us withan argument 
preventing an objetion; be- 
fore he-ſpecifieth the ſecond 
point of tryall, which is the 
mean-to know the former , 
for they might have faid, how 
ſhall we be able to know theſe 
things which" thou willeſt us 
to try citherthat which goeth 
before, viz, Whether we be in 
the- faith : or that - which 
followeth,viz. whether Chriſt 
a 07 p70 

The Apoſtle to: take away 
this pretence of' ignoranceand 
{o to enforce them to acknow- 
ledg by this tryall of themſelvs 
the power of Chriſt in his mi- 
niſtry towards them , doth ufe 
this argument, You muſt ey- 
ther by: tryall perceave theſe 
things in your-ſelys ' being 
chriſtians :-or then ye knowe 
min” 9 not 


70 A ver nſrfall and 
not. zaur. ſelves; but its abſurd 
that.you. Chriſtiags, ſhouldinot 
know,your {clves,therefore you 
may. caſily. try , theſe things-in 
your.fclyes.; , Ofagrgument wee 
hauc no more ſet,downe- but 
the ſecond. part, Fet ſoas itythe 
' manner of ſpeech.he leadgth us, 
t0thecollettiqn and gathering 
ofthe reſt,the words being theſe 
know e.vet your ſelves, as if he 
would ſay this, wherein, ] will 
you:t9 examine, your ſelves can- 
not be hid from you if ye. know 
yourſelves ?. which knowledge 
of themſelves, heinforceth ups 
them by this his. interrogation, 
which implyeth as much ,ias 
that itwas not only a ſhame tO 
the,but alſo an impoſlible thing 
nat to know themſelvs, & ſo.in- 
ſinuateth the condluſis , to wit, 
that therefore they behooved to 
know thele ge wheic.in by 
wil 
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willd them to try themſelves. 
In this forme of the Apoſtles 
proceeding ,. wee haue firſt to 
learne ; what backwardnes and 
ontowardacs lurks in our nature 
ſtil , in that wce are loath to ac- 
knowledge any thing whereby 
wee ourſelvs may be convinced; 
except confeſſion; bee wreſted 
from us by forcible and unreſi- 
ſtable-argumentr,:wee being Rill 
inclind to uſe all ſort of preteys 
ces to excuſe , and-among(t the 
reſt, ignorance'rather ; then by 
ſimple.acknowledgmaent of | the 
known truth, tecondemne our 
ſelves inanything,. This. vice 
did. evidently appeare in Cain, 
when: God inquired where his 
brother» Abell, was, who. ,. al- 
though he knew peifeRly ,. he 
had kid him, ;.yet okd. a 
ſhifting::anſwere 10 the Lord, 
firſt pretenZingi gnorance.,, and 
E 4 | then 


. Gf1-4,9, 


then bringingin an arguttient to 
convince God of" \whtighte- 
ouſnes in-requiringſuch a-thing 
at his hand; in thitthe Gaid, he 
"Was not his brothers keeper-, the 
hke wee ſec alſo in' Saul-when 
he was accuſed by. Samuell for 
ſparing ' Agag. - the: King of 
Ameleck in ſtrongly affirming 
he had performed: the will of 
the Lord,notwithſtanding that 
he knew that the preſerving of 
Agag aliue and reſerving. of the 
beſt of the?ſpoile - ;-' was dire 
contrary to the- direction of the 
Lord, whereby - he was com- 
manded zo ſmite Ameleck, and 
ro deſtroy all that pertained anto 


them , but to /lay both man and 


Woman, both infattt and ſuckling, 


both oxe and. fleepe, both Camell 


and afſe.1.Samucl 15. The ſame 
alſo is cleerly tobee marked in 


-Annanias and Saphira Afts. 5. 


And 


bo 
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And. this ſine -infirmity- ap-. 
peareth here inthe Corinthians 
although not in the ſame-man-. 
ner,'mor meaſure of | inquity:. 
In Cain, Saul, Ananias and $a-. 
phira, it proceeded from pro-. 
fane: and; unſanQified hearts: 
filled with malice, pride , and. 
covetcoufnes ', butin the Ca- 

rinthians (as in .other Godly 

men) it falleth through infirmi- 
ty and negligence , but never. of 
obſtinate malice: or contempt, 
yet: ſtill to bee \acknowledged 

great weakenes, having always 
mixt with it ſome ſclfloue -of 
our ſclvs , which makes us ra- 

ther! ro diſflemble a knowne 
truth, then to diſgrace our ſelvs, 

in any; ſort , but leaving this, 


wee :: come to thoſethings 


which principally are to be mar- 
ked-in-this argument. ofthe A-- 


Pw; which . "_ us two. 
k 5 | Wage | 


74 eAvnyuſcſuland 
things to ourconfideration,'the 
ficſt-is, that a Chriſtian who is 
cated out of darknes to the mar- 
' velous light of God , hath a- 
mong(t all others, this greatbleſ- 
fing', that his.cics are open to 
know himfclf.; which no: man 
can'doec. , till-he.be cfftetually 
called:.of God;amd.haue receaved 
rhefpicit of truth; whereby he is 
made'able to:diſcerneall thipgs,: |. . 
thisknowledge ot out ſelvs: was 
kagwnto'bee a great vertnea- 
montgſtthevery heathen |;;i andf 
was -ptopounded to be. followed y 
aca 'fingular vertue: by the phi-+ 
lsfophers;but cdever any of the- 
febvescould cxieratraineto it:;ith.. 
being ctheſpeciall prerogative off 
thoſt who are! taught by:.the 
truth .of God -revealed-in his 
word,to hae thisgrace to know. 
theraſclves'; xetording ta; ithaif mh 
ſaying of Johan , ide nay! YA rhe 
& BET . wel 
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wee are.of God & this Whole world 
heth i# Wickedneſſe;lohn Epitt,: 
ar- 5,19. And. therefore -i$' it. that 
th: ſame Apottle fayth concers: 
”* Jning theeleQ; chat rhe annoenting * 
110 [abich thiy:hane reveaurd of che' 
ather avelleth in them, and that ' 
' (they need not that any. man ts 
then, but as the ſam 'annointing\ 
he any eacheth them wr rhings. , and 
08> ft is trut and not ling.” The 25 
” [thing which hereby wee learne;, 
_ 5 this.: Thatthe ealting of God: 
A to the. knowledg of: his trathy 
- fiucs to. men { inthe kaowledg? 
phi Lf themſelves ) the 'fight and 
TRry nowledge of all graces tharare: 
a” viven them of God, according 
gb > that-faying of -the Apoſtle 
—_ ſpeaking ofthe.unſcarchablenes' 
? * of the things which God hath 
wy preps red for them tha touc hin 
+; fort (faith he) God: barh | rewiyledt 
- ws thers unto: us by his ſpiris., for wal 


haze 


.iTohn, 2,27 


76 Al very uſefull and the 
hage not receaud the ſpirit of the |Th;, 
World, but the ſpirit Which is of [yo 
God , that Wee might knoW the ||, 
things that are given ns of God, |;;rq 
1;Corint, 2, 10,12. Therefore [Ch 
isit,that Chriſt - calles his diſci- J;o 
ples no more ſervaunts but friends, Iyiri 
. becauſe ( As he:faith ) the. ſervant ther 
knoweth not What his maſter doth, [The 
but onto them he had made knoven ici 
all. things hich he heard of his yroc 
fatber.lohn 15, 15. Andin ano- fhath 
ther'place hee ſhewes the reaſon 
of this knowledge/in: his diſ- 
ciples, as alſo why the world is 
deftiture of us. {ſpeaking concer- 
ning the ſpirit) aying Whom the. 
World cannot yeceaue becauſe it ſees [ys 
him not neither knowes him, butyiq.c 
gee krow bim becauſe he dvelleth (pic 11 
With you and ſyat bee in yau.lohn: [he 
143.17. This place being conferd JCh,; 
with the former twa,! teacheth.J,, ©. 
us- 3 ſpeciall: things — 

WAA : tac 


the eſtate of a true-/Chri 


T7. 
ſtian. 
The 1 is, that they are not ig-, 
norant of the things of God, 
nor of any gracc or bleſling ſpi- 
rituall given them. by God in 
Chriſt, the 2 is. That all this 
knowledge -is taught the by the 
ſpirit of -God which :is given 
them, & remaines within them. 
The 3 that both the gift of this, 
ſpirit and knowledge by him, 
proceedes from this, that God, 
hath not left us in . the world 
nor in the eſtate of ſervitude &, 
bondage, but hath taken us out. 
of the world, and by reconcyling 
is to himſelf in Chriſt hath, 


made us his friends as Abrahi, 


was. Theuſe of this is to con-. 
vince the dofrine of. the papi-. 


# Fticall church: of falſhood, 


whereby they maintaine that 2, 


d Chriſtian truely called can hays. 


no certaine knowledge WHEtREs 
x | | - 


faith;and Chriſt in them,other- 


' ſhould be in the, which argumet 


js MAreyufifelod 
he bee in the eſtate of graceor 


not;for if the Apoſtle urge the | 


Corinthians 'by this ſpeciall 
knowledge of their owne being 
in the faith,and of Chriſts being 
m'them,to bee witneſſes of the 
power of Chriſt in his miniſtry 
roward them, it mnſt neceſſarily 
follow, that both they, and all 
others called as they were, muſt 
hauc vndoubted- knowledge of 
them(clves ; that they are in the 


wiſe Chriſts argument before 


alleadged-conld + not-bee true, 


when he faith , that his diſciples 
did know the ſpirir of truth, be- 
cauſe he dwelt with them and 


teacheth-us thus much, that the 
ſaints - cannot bee + 
of -any gift or grace' of God 
which dwelleth with them 
ahd is in them' , ſo that wee 


may 


ignorant 


- Fn” win” et 
- 
"4 

> 


miy Tuffly conihuded "that's 
Papiſt (hovlding the foie 


er - 

— foratruth,) muſt bee . 
th faythles”, and grace- 
leſſe*,  ſeing 'ifeyther faith 
or © grace Were- in them 
they could not be ignorant 
ofthem; neither can they haite 
anie evaſion by theit old argu- 
ment ofthe neceſlitie of ſome 
ſpeciall revelation from God; 
For this which" we | haue faid 


-| before ,; compared with the 


words of Iohn doth fully'att- 


ſwer them, faying , If we -re- 
ceivethe wines of men the mind rohn.1.5.9. 
of God js greater, For thit is e& 10, 


witnes of God which he teſtifieth of 


| his ſopne < He That beleeveth mn 


that one of Gid bath witets in 


| #imſelfe, By which words we 


are plibly taught, that faith 

catinever be without the relt- 

imonie”bork ©of” thoſe thitee 
How = 1 "ch © 


| 'Lo ' ef wery we 


(to wit ) the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy-ghoſt, nor of 
theſe three witneſſes which 
beare record in earth , viz. 
The ſpirit, the watcr, and the 
bloud , and therefore chat 4t 
muſt follow . that everie true 
beleever hath amoſtundoubt- 
cd revelation of his ſalvation , 
andbleſſed eſtate ingrace, and 
on the contrarie that wholoe- 
ver hath not this vndoubted 
warrant is faithles indeed, ra 
ing as faith the Ye prod whoſo: 
- belceveth in the ſonne of God 
hath this witnes of the 99+ a" iff 
the Word, and of the Holy gbo#t 

which are in htaven,, & of the [pi- 
Tit, andofthe water , and of the 
blood, which artin earth ; then 
which there can be-no. revela- 
tion of greater force to con- 
Firm the ccrtaintic of ones fal- 


_—  » 
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which beare wn in ag ren 
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vation, 'For', if according to 


Gods owne law 4t ihe mouth of p,q,1,,co 


two or three witueſſes every marttr 
ſhale etabliſhed 2% how-much 
more muſt a true beleevins 
chriſtian know the certaintie _ 
of his ſalvation,” who bath it 
witneſſed vnto him and that 
within himſelf, by thoſe fixe 
witnefles before- mentioned, 
of which none :can'lye, and 
thisis ſo much-the clearer by 
thar which Iohn in the ſame 
place ſpeaketh ver. 13, faying, 
theſe things  haue'T written” uno 
you, who beleeve im the namt of the 
ſonne of God, that ye may knowe . 
that ye haue eternall life, Where- 
by he utterly annulleth thar 
blind argument of the Papiſts, 
ſeing it enforceth the eyther 
to confeſſe that they know 
they. haue eternal life, orthen 
plaincly to confeſle that they 
"'F  beleeue 
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beleeye not in the ſonne of 
God,for faithand knowledge 
of falyation are two unſepara- 
ble adjundts , 'and ever ſuch 
knowledge ,; as is not builded 
upon a doubtfull opinion or 
conjecture, but which is buylr 
upon the unfalliþle teſtimony 
of the 11x witnefles,metioned 
before, Weeconclude there- 
fore this point , with the con- 
fortable uſe thereof to all truc 
beleeving Chriſtians viz. that 
they rejoyce.always, I ſay a- 
gaine- with- the Apoſtle that 
they. rejoyce. always , ſceing, 


their ſalvation is.ſure, and thar |. 


its given unto' them to knowe 
that it is ſure, | 
Thus much for.the Apoſtles 
. argument far remooving-:of 
_ all. - pretence of ignorance. 
Now followes. the 2 point of 
tryall, which is, whether ww 
| ec 
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bee in4hem 0x not-, but its pro- 
Poynded in. another manner 

then rhe firſt, for couching faith, 
he:\wijld them fo ity if- they 
wee init ,, þut.-this laſt , he 
propounds as 4 thing which he 
-wonld hane, them -undoubtedly 
to acknowledge; 5-and nomar- 
yell, terthe<ftcsarcmore caſic 
to be known rhen. their.cautes; 
now Chriſt he. dwells: inciour 
hearis/þy- faith ', and: thereforc 
wee: -£ag; never: havea ttucovi- 
denee that we ;belecue ©; util 
we find, that Qhbriſt is afluredly 
within. 1s -, {0r:this-caule wee 
| faid before, that this 2 point of 
tryall-, was the mkane toknow 
the farmer. Mogcover the Apo; 
ſ{ybjojns this _ unto hisfor: 
mer argament: whereby he re- 
- | mooves all pretense of Ignorice 
| purpoſely to teach us,both whe, 
and- "NEnrin: iris; thata. Chri- 
: F 2 ſtian 


$4 A very uſefull and 

ſtian comes tro know hinfſelfto 
bee in' the faith, and ſo receaves 
experiece of the power ofQhriſt 
in the miniſtry of the Goſpell 
tohis ſalvation whereof before 
wee ſpake, wee will firſt ſome- 
what conſider'the otder of the 
Apoſtles words. - Wee - fee 
that in the firſt place he puts 


them to the tryall of their faith; 


as-being the | evidence of --the 
power of Chriſt irvhis miniſtry 
toward them to 'itheir ſalvation. 
2. In thisexamminarion he! brings 
them ts the ackhowledsji —_ 
themſelves ,' as the propetetfc 
of true faith in all truc beleevers. 
3-Hebringsths to the acknow: 
ledgment of Chriſts preſence in 
their hearts ,:.as the onely-true 
reſttmony of'the firſt ;'& propet 
matter of the'2, For if ary matt 
thinks hebelceves , not having 
Chiiſt within hin, he js/miſe- 
| | rably 
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rably deceaved ,: and ifany man 
think ,.. he knowes himſelf ro 
bee the child of God, except he 
find himſelf and Chriſt united 
by faith pittifully abuſeth him- 
ſelf by his owne judgment. This 
order therefore of the Apoftles 
proceeding teacheth us this leſ- 
ſon. , what way and by what 
meanes it is, that wee come to 
the knowledge of the mighty 
power and outſtreched arme of 
God in the miniſtry ofhis word 
to our ſalvation, in the which 


.3, things are principally to be 


marked, Qur faith, our ſelvs,and 
that in our ſelves which makes 
us know our ſelves by faith to 
bee the chidren of God. And ſo 
by conſequence wherein ſtands 
the chicfproof that the word of 
God is Gods power to our falva- 
tion, bat in the conſideration of 
theſe, our faith is the point that 

: F 3 makes 
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makes: the conclufion, » For 
without faith iucinipadſibleywas 
cah bee, or know:our felves-ro' .þ..< 
beethe children..of God;.:: But: +} - 

notwithſtanding. thar whick 
makes the- infallible. derermina- 

tionof being in 1he faith! ,. de-' I © 
pends upon. the preſence- of || ##: 
Chriſt within: us ', .without | 7 
which all conceit of having | © 
faith is frivolous and vain; The - | kr 
order then of our mindsinſear- | 10 
ching our ſpiritualicſtats is this. | 2 
1, Wee arc, to try and examine if, 
our iclves whether wee know W] 
our ſelves to bee of Godor no, kn 
for he is not ofGod that knowes. | © 
not. himſelf to'bee of God:; for G 
according to the ſfayingof Iohn Cl 
he hath given ws a mind to knoW thy 
him Which is true ', and Wee: are | S'" 
. 2 him that 18 ine , and wee | * ha 
tnoW that Wee are of Ged, Toh _ 
reEpics. I9, 20, Secondly wee | his 
\ arc 


Ny 


| 


| 
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are to try if wee bee in thefaith; 
becauſe wee never can know 


. our ſelves. to bee of Goduntill 
"the time wee find our'ſelyes to 


bee in the faith, according to the 
ſaying of Chriſt. Hee that is of 
God heareth Gods Words, ye there- 


fore heare them not becauſe ye are 


not of God, Tohn 8, 47, 3. For 
confirming our hearts in the 
knowledge of this. 2. Point, and 
fo conſequently in the full aſſu- 
rance of the firſt, wee are to try 
iK Chriſt bee in us , without 
Which wee can never affuredly 
know that- wee belecyed,and ſo 
conſequently that wee are of 
God,according to the ſaying of 
Chrift (fpeaking of the work of 
the ſpirit in thoſe to whom he 


gives it,) at that day ſhall ye knoW jj, 


that Tam in my father and you'in 
mee *and I jn you and againe in 
his praycr to God-for hiscleR, 
4 F 4 the 


F, * » "& _ " 
; p 
. 
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the elory that thou gaveſt mee I 
' haue given them , that they may be 
one as Wee are one , I in them 
and thou in mee,'that they 114 bee 
made perfett in one, John 17, 22. 
23, And againe 7 hawe declared 
unto them thy name and will de- 
clareit, that the loue Wherevith 
thou haſt loved mee maybe in them 
and I in ithem; Toidem 17.26. For 
which cauſc the ſaints arc 
called the habitation of God by the 
ſpirit, Epheſians 2, 22, Where- 
upon the Apoſtle concludeth 
that if any man bane zot the ſpirit 
of Chriſt the ſame is not his. Rom, 
$8.9, And this dwclling of 
Chriſt by his ſpirit in our hearts 
is only wrought by faith accor- 
ding to the ſaying of the Apo- 
file, T boW my knees unto rhe ye 
of our Lord Teſs Chriit that be 
might grant you according to the 
richnes of his zlory, that you = 
1; 
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bee ſtrengthned by his ſpirit in the 
inward mi , that Chriit ma 

avell in your hearts by faih, 
Epheſians 3.14. 1s, 16, 17, | By 
all which it evidently appearcs 
when irc is that a man knowes 
himſcifindced to be the child 
of God, andalſo wherein this 
knowledge conſiſteth, viz. when 
he comes to a lively feeling and 
cleare -ſight that Chriſt is in 
him , all other gifts and gra- 
ccs whatſoever bcing of no 
valew or force in the leaſt 
to give aay aſſurance or true 
knowledge to a mans fſoule 
that he is truely and effe- 
tually called by the Goſpell 
to the eſtate of grace and hope 
of glory , for then onely 
it is that the Goſpell becomes 
he power of God to our fal- 
ation , when as thereby Chriſt 
is formed in us according to 
F 5 the 
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OT, 


go. eM yer wefulland 
the words-of the Apoſile to the 
Galatians ſaying my title chil. 
dren of Whom T tranell in birth |, _. 
againe untill Chriff bee formed |... 
In you, Cap.4. 19. Theſame |, + 
is confirmed by that ſpecch of |.,; 4, 
the Apoſtle to -the Coloſſiaus [| 
whercin he diſcribes wharis the |; 
riches of the glorious miſtery of þ1 
the Goſpell amongſt the gen- Jp; 
tills ſaying , Which riches is Chriſt, A 
zn you the hope of glory. Cap. 1,27. fuch-: 
The nſe of this is to teach ns,'þ, 4 
that in vaine any man contents Joh; 
himſelfe with any other thing s, ill 
whatſoever, thereby hoping to Ind:t. 
be ſaved if he haue not Chriſt, 
within him , and that he him-Hhis mi 
ſelf know it, for with out him omfo 
nothing availes to falvatign, in flli; 
ſynec nothing can make a man, 1. 
the child of God bat he alone, oue, 
in ſo far that faith ir. ſelf is nor Xr- 1 
the -true faith of Gods ele... 
Py : whereby —- --- 


whe 
and: 


© whereby the heart ispurified;: 


except that by'it | Chriſt: be 
a brought in,and made to dwell 
C lin the: heart , and'thatin fuch'* 
f evidency that-'the*- beleeving - 
15 Iman know thathe hath Chrilt 
i Jwithit him , for its impoſſi-* 
ble ' that a man' 'can havye: 
Chriſt , but that | he mint” 
know ' that he hath him, 
luch'is the lincly © operation” 
ind ſupernaturall working'of 
1s Chriſtin the ſorile' where he? 
NS fs, illuminating; "quickning ,- 
10 knd-tranſforitiifig/ everic mait 
it |;ho hath him in' the ſpirit '6f 
m-this mind, and in pacitying'&: 
M tomforting the conſcience,andÞ 
N» fin filling and x-plenihing the 
al Youle with the ſefice of Gods 
ac, Joue, and hope of this glorje 
"tihat: never man could ever: 
ethore clearely diſcern thathee: 

oa 6 
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and a ſinner juſtifedandfaved;: 
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F V he by 


"9s, Avmyoſuled 
hath'a ſoule within him by the- 


naturall effects. thereof in his 


| bodie ; then a chriſtian may 


perceaue Chriſt to be within 
him by his proper effeCts be- 
fore mentioned. : 
Ourof this uſe we gather a 
ſecond:viz, Thata man ſhould 
ſetthimſelfe ro gaine-Chriſt , 
rather and aboue all things, 
eiteeming all other things but loſſe, 
and judging all to be but dung for 
#he excellent knowledg ſake of Teſus 
Chri#t our Lord, according as 
Paul did, Philip, 3.8. So (as 
with the ſame Apoſile ) he may 
ſencibly knom he vertue of his re- 
ſurreftion and the fellowſmp of his 
affiftions . and be made conform 
to him in his death. ibid, ver..10 
Foras Chjiſt himſelfe faith, 
What availcth it a man to win th 
whoſe © world if he looſe {his 
ſoule, Marks, 306. But cer 
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e-Jraine'it is , that: everie ſoule 
S [ſhall periſh eternally hereafter 
y. |which' gayneth not Chriſt in 
1 [this preſenr life. ;' This yealds 
> {matter of juſt reproofe againit 
thermoſt part of ,men|(ifnor 
a Jill) who :Jabonr' ſo much for 
d Jthe:things of this'carth , which 
» re buttranſicorie vanities and 
, helpenothing to:their ſalvatt- 
e, ſon, andmake fo ſmall accoung 
vr pt igayning Chriſt , for thein+ 
w foying-of 'whom (even. when 
as they rare invited unto! him) 
as Ivill rior forfake ithe ſmalleſk 
y kaſepiprofhir i or '1pleaſure: of 
'<-Shis 'life 5 buti make light -of 
im ; 48d eve their waies , one td 
migicfarrs\, ſanu/ibirabont his may» 
10a, dittq riothers take the invitess 
1 > rd 6ſt hens ſharply and kill thin 
hes Chriſt himſelfcels us in:the 
birable Mar. 22.i15,*6:).'And 
4 werto be wiſhed that thels 
_ 
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9G Areyuſeſulled "| 
were the worſtfort of the: dif.| and | 
iſers of Chriſt, (thoughtheſe| willi, 
c ſo bad that chey ſhall-neverſ with 
tat of the ſupper of. the -great| Anc 
King) but tbere is another fort] of try: 
much more tobe lametedwhoſ point 
are lovers of: finfull pleaſures ſelf, w 
more then of God , {pend-|ceth r] 
ing the time., appointed|Chrift 
and ſetre forthe purchaſpand|weake 
gayning of:Chriſt , ih::abho4i2 thei 
minable filthines:,- in: chamthered 
bring, and} wontonnefle:-inſvcral a 
gluttony, and drunckennefſcof is' cc 
mort and -unlawhulh gayſwords. 
ming and finfiull racreatiqn ofl! find 
the ifleſh -,' and: bad -wathegaith ar 
tooſe the: -oppertinity ;offcackn 
S25ning Chrift an.a ſjernzon{vcake | 
n fayle:to accompliſh. thqury row 
leaſt . deſire of their -finfulſſtall ting 
berts in- fulfilling . the! luſþpnd:Chy 
of the: fleſh. ,-. whoſe- jaidgſnuttach 
metit miſt: necds bce:heayÞighty: 
aq "4. 4n« : 


Cd " 


' fruitfull Sermon. of 
. and greivous. befote God, ſcing * 
e| willingly: they:* : chooſe death 
x| with the contempr- of life. -: 
ir] And thus. mach-forthe points 
rt| of tryall,now followes thefourth 
point whicly is the atgument'it 
{clf, whereby the Apoſtle enfor- 
ceth them to acknowledge i. 
.d| Chriſt in his miniſtry was no 
1d] weake towards the , but mighry 

{in them, which may.be fally ga- 
thered after this manner in 2-1c- 
inJvcrat arguments,the'firft where: 
ſeJofis' containd in the preceding 
y ordsin'this form&Ifye by try» 

ol! find! yourſelves to be in! the 
\efffaith and Thrift in youzthE muſt 
gfe acknowledg that Chriſt is/not 
"vcake buc mighty in my mitji- 
th ry rowards you, but! by tryalbye = 
hall findithatyowarein the faith 
iſþndChriftin you, therefore ee 
dg nuſtacknowledge: Chrifttro/bee 
XV nighty: in my-miniſtry-toward 
an | yOol 
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A very afifall bed 
you. The 2, Argument'is the £64 
firmation of; the 2 part of: this, 
that is : that by tryall they ſhall 
find themſelves in the faith and 
Chriſt inthem after this miner, 
eyther ye muſt find your ſelvs in 

the faith & Chriſt in you, or the 
ye miſt bee reprobate Chriſtiis, | 
but wee confidently truſt yee 
ſhall find ye<are not reprobate 
Chriſtiis,therefore ye muſt find 
yautrſelvs to bee in the faith and 
Chriſtin you.” At the 3 parts of 
this argument may be cally ga- 
thered out of - the Apo,: words, 
for the propoſition is plaine i 
the s verſe, the aſlumtiqn, or 2] ce Ch 
part is ſet > downe in. termey| of the 
equivaleat in the 6 verſe, & thq deynd 
concluſion is implyed inthe AJcleare| 
poſtles urgedinterrogation; what ſides n 
&& in the 5 yerſe:of which coh{Epiſtle 
gafion we.haue ſpoken alrcadyJwhere 
touching the aſſumption or 4feith 0, 
MN 31694 Pay- -. 
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CE Sermow.., a 
| Pare we arc not to fetko , ſoit 
that we only catreat of the 
propoſition orfirſt part, which oF 
ſcemes atthe firſt to be a difficile .. 
. | and hard ſaying, bur yet is moſt : | 
1 | certaine& true, for if that ſentece 
:| ofthe Apo.be marked, which is 
5, | ſet downein the 13 ofthe Ads, 
-c| to wit,that a// they Who Were or- 
te] deyned ro eternall life beleeved, 
id] we ſhall finde that the Apo. rea- 
1d] ſons according to the truth of the 
of] Goſpcll , & that it followes ne- 
a-| ceflarily, that whoſocuer by the 
is truggainiſtry of the Goſpell are 
in} not made to beliey, & to embra- 
r21 ce Chriſt,muſt bee of the nober 
cg] of thoſe whom God never or- 
hd deynd to eternall life , & this is 
- cleare by 2 places of ſcripture be- 
| ſides many other, the 1. is in the 
c: Epiſtle to Tytus.Cap. 1. verſe 1. 
dy{wheze the Apoſtle calls faith, zhe 
r faith of Gods ele , which isas 
par G much 


— 


98 efyoyechſeſulland 
much as to tell us,not onely that 
the Goſpell begets faith in none 
but ſich only as are eleCted,, but 
alſo that it doth' beget faith in 
every one that is eleQed, The 2 
is,in theGoſpellofloh, 10,26,27, 
viz. But ye beleene not , becauſe ye 
are not of my ſheepe -as I ſaid unto 
y0u,for my ſheepe heare my wojee & 
Iknow them,and they folloW mee, 
& this is cofirmed by the words 
of Chriſt in the 6 of Iohn vetſe 
35,36,37.he that beleeveth in mee 
fhall newer thirſt, but I ſazd anto 
90u,that ye alſo haue ſeene mud 

beleene n6t , all that the father gi- 
weth me ſhall comennto me,where 
he playnely affirmeth the cauſe 
why they did not belecue, to be 
becauſe the father had not given 
the unto him,or which is equi- 
valent, becauſe they were not of 
his ſheepe, both which phraſes 


importaſmuch as that they wer 
| . none . -+- 


| 


none of Gods cle: lo that wee. 
may,conclude in the very words 
of the. Apo, anſwering this, de- 
mand, hath Godcaft aWay his people 
What then ſaith the r Apefe.s raell 
hath, not abtayued that he- ſqugbt 
bat the elefljon hath Es in pg 
the reſt baue bene. bardned. Ke 
of; all-'which wee are plainely 
taught by God.,;..that in, whom 
the; Goſpell : .trugly preached 
warketh no faith, £10 whom by 
faith: it planteth not Chriſt,they 
muſt he-reprobats , hereby we” 
learn that tho..Goſpell preached 
isthe fan of Chzjſt by -which in 
this:life he maketh, a diviſiqn of 
the chaffe from the,corn,& ſe- 
Yereth thoſe whom the, father 
hath given him from the wicked 
and ſuch asare forſaken of.God, 
whas then havethey toboaſt .of 
whovilipending the, Goſpell & 


rr thereof;as feoliſhnes. do 
G 2 thereby 
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therby teſtify againſt themſelves 


that they are reprobats, but wiſ-- 


dom is juſtified of her owne'” [| not 
children for whomloever the. do 


Goſpell begetteth , they do ac- 
knowledsg it to be both the wif 
dom & power of God untoſal- 
vation , &to them the feete of 
thoſe that publiſh it are 'beauti- 
full. To conclude this poinr,.-we 
may juſtly diſpiſe thoſe diſpylers, 
© & al their contempr of our mi- 
niſtry; ſeing it doth no hurt to 
us,nor our bleſſed miniſtey , but 
_ doth diſcover them to us ,**al- 


thongh notto thelſelvs that they | 


are reje&ted of God , for ifthe 


Apo.conclude aright inthe firſt |; 
Epiſt & 1- Chap. to the Thel,, |i 


that he knevo that they Were cletted 
of God,becauſe bis Goſpell Was unto 
them »0t in Word onely, but alſo ih 
power,doth not alſo this conclu- 
tion ſtand on the contrary , -that 
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they are'not elet ofGod to who 
the Goſpell is onelyin word, & 


'| not in power,the words of Peter: 
4.do demonſtrate the truth of this 


matter plainly , when heſetteth 
downe this different judgmet of 
men touching Chriſt Icſus our 
faviour, ſaying, wnto you therefort 


unto them Which be diſobedient the 
fone Whichthe builders _— 


the ſame is made the hea of corner 


&F 4 ſtone to ſtumble at & Rocke of 


at the Word,being diſobedient: unto 
the which thing they were even or- 


dece therefore to make knowne 
unto us Whoareelet;& who are 
reprobate& forſaken of God, but 
this;even the judgmet & eſtima- 


9:|tion of every man concerning 


the Goſpell;& miniſtry thereof, 


hat|Whart ſhall we ſay then of this 
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offence,oven to them Which ſtumble 
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. miſcrableage., wherein we = | 


'ner, Lord upon the cics of theſe 


live , in which there be ſo feyy | 
that make any accompt at all of 


- the bleſſed word of God,& melſ- 


ſengers ofChriſt, who of all men 

arc coſited the baſeſt, & their cal- 
ling the moſt contemptible. O 
Germany, Germany, this is-the 
cheiffeſt cauſe of thy preſet mile- 
ry; & that thou above all natios 
art cotinually troad upd, becauſe 
of all nations: thou didſt moſt 
baſcly eſteem of Chriſts ſervars; 
& uſe them in moſt flaviſk man- 


Provinces wher we dwell, that 
ſcing theſelvs guilry ofzthe ſame 
offence they may ig: tyme preveEr 
the-lyke | joadgment.,upon- the 
like ſin,by unfained amendemct 
ſurely we may ſay that there is| 
no hope of delivery for the one 
nor of farther bleſling}:to the 
other from God, untill this ini- 
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